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Dad and daughter go
into nursing together

He was a lecturer, she was inspired by nurses who helped her through cancer

CHEOWSLIE-AMN

He might be 49, but Mr Joshua
Liew, a former lecturer at
Temasek Polytechnic’s Centre
for Character and Leadership
Education, along with his
17-year-old daughter Ophelia
Liew, have just entered their
first year of marsing school.

While helping his danghter
research her career options in
nursing, he stumbleduponapro-
fessional conversion course for
himself and decided to take up
nursing to live out a passion he
alwayshad.

Mr Liewis one of about 1,300
mid-careerlocalswho havepar -
ticipated in the nursing profes-
sional conversion programmes
(PCP),includingthePCPforreg-
istered nur ses (degree), PCP for
registered nurses (diploma) and
PCPforenrclled nurses, tomake
a switch into nursing since
2003,

Mr Liew is currently enrolled
inthe PCP for registered nurses
idegree)atthe Mational Univer-
sity of Singapore’s AliceLese Cen-
tre for Mursing Studies, while
Ophelia is doing a diploma in
nursing at Ngee Ann Polytech-
mic.

The Liews" passion for nurs-
ing was borne in part out of the
family's own experience with
dedicated mirses.

Ophelia told The Mew Paper
that when she was diagnosed
with childhood acute lym-
phoblastic lenkaemia, a type of
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cancer, at the age of five, the
patience and care shown by the
nurses who cared for her
mspiredher.

Sherecalled one nurse, whom
she referred to as Nurse Cing,
whowould take time to distract
and comfort her when she was
afraid - especially whenevershe
had toface needles.

Mr Liew said that the period,
whichwas trying for the family,
was made easier by nurseswhao
cared tirelessly, not just for his
daughter, but for himas well.

He zaid: “After hours of being
by her bed, when the nurses
came by and asked if they could
get me anything, with their
cheery disposition, it made even
me - as tired as [ was - feel
cheered up.”

Mr Liew, who has another
daughter, 14, added that the
medical profession was some-

thiuﬁhehad alwayzbeen inter-
ested in.

He said: “At first, I'was wor-
ried. It"sabig change, especially
financially. A= a lecturer, I was
earning a comfortable amount,
and I was worried abont how my
familywonld feel about it.

i hile wewere concerned at
first, they supported me and
told me togoforit.”

He said whenever the work
gets difficult, he reminds him-
self that nurses fulfil animpor-
tantrolein :a:ingmeatimts.

Mr Liew said: “Iaskmyself, if
not usthenwho (will care for the
patients) "

Ophelia added: “Iwant to be
able to give back to the nurses
who helped me.

"When Iwentthroughchemo
and lost all my hair, people at
school would bully me, snatch
my hat off and langh at me. I
became very self- conscions and
afraid.

“The nurses gave me hope,
and Iwant tobeable to give hope
toother patients.”

Mr Liew added that now that
they are studying the same field,
it makes for additional bonding
time.

He said: “We can study
together, share notes, and she
even corrects me sometimes. ™

Applications for the PCP for
registered nurses (degree) Sep-
tember 2020 intake are open till
the end of themonth.
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