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JAKARTA – Prabowo Subianto has
replaced FinanceMinister Purbaya
Yudhi Sadewa in a long-awaited
Cabinet reshuffle, with deputy
Suahasil Nazara succeeding the
outspoken economist just hours af-
ter the Indonesian president’s re-
turn from an official visit to India.
Suahasil, a former academic and

veteran bureaucrat, headed the Fi-
nance Ministry’s Fiscal Policy
Agency (BKF) from 2016 to 2019
before becoming deputy finance
minister, a position he has held
since the previous administration.
“I swear byGod that Iwill remain

loyal to the1945Constitution of the
Republic of Indonesia and will
faithfully implement all laws and
regulations in the dedicated ser-
vice of the nation and the state,”
Suahasil said as he recited the oath
of office in a ceremony at the Presi-
dential Palace in Central Jakarta on
Sept 14.
Seeking to reassure markets fol-

lowing Purbaya’s abrupt removal,
Suahasil portrayed his appoint-
ment as a seamless transition rath-
er than a pivot in policy.
“This is a continuation, not a

change,” he said, noting his years at
the Finance Ministry.
He added that his priorities

would include maintaining a cred-
ible state budget and clear public
communication.
Purbaya’s departure comes after

months of speculation over his po-
sition amid investor concerns over
Indonesia’s fiscal policy.
The economist, who previously

headed Indonesia’s Deposit Insur-
ance Corporation (LPS), took over
from long-serving financeminister
Sri Mulyani Indrawati in Septem-
ber 2025.
He arrived promising to acceler-

ate the economy, arguing that Pra-
bowo’s target of 8 per cent annual
growth was achievable.
Growth, however, remained at

around5per cent duringhis year in
office, well short of the President’s
longer-term target.
Purbaya also attracted attention

for a plain-speaking style that oc-
casionally landed him in contro-
versy.
In April, he suggested that coun-

tries bordering the Strait of Malac-
ca could consider charging ships to
use one of the world’s busiest mar-
itime routes.
The remarks drew attention

across the region, prompting the
government to clarify that Indone-

sia had no plans to impose such
charges and remained committed
to international maritime law.
The shake-up is Prabowo’s fifth

Cabinet reshuffle since taking of-
fice in October 2024.
While the changewas long await-

ed, with several figures speculated
to fill the post over the last few
months, the announcement on
Sept 14 was somewhat abrupt.
After being sworn in, Suahasil

said he was informed by the Presi-
dent only in the morning.
He added that he hadheld nopri-

or talks with his predecessor.
Bhima Yudhistira, executive di-

rector of the think-tank Center of
Economic and Law Studies, said a
number of recent internal ministry
conflicts involving Purbaya may
have been the straw that broke the
camel’s back.
In an internal Ministry of Fi-

nance memo seen by the Straits
Times, then deputy minister Sua-
hasil described a Sept 10 staff re-
shuffle involving hundreds of min-
istry officials as “unfortunate” and
“abrupt”.
“The finance ministry is a large

organisation that will fall into dis-
array with this way of working,”
Suahasil wrote in the memo.

“Tensions have reached a boiling
point,” Bhima told ST on Sept 14.
“There is a lack of solidarity within
the finance ministry itself.”
Deni Friawan, an economics re-

searcher at Jakarta-based think-
tank the Centre for Strategic and
International Studies agreed. “The
internal conflict has become un-
bearable,” he said.
Amid the tension, experts see

Suahasil as a steady, experienced
hand respected by the finance
ministry bureaucracy, and capable
of soothing internal tensions.
“He has considerable experience

at the finance ministry and under-

stands firsthand how fiscal policy
is formulated, coordinated and im-
plemented,” financialmarkets ana-
lyst Riska Afriani told ST.
“His communication style is very

cautious, completely different
from Purbaya’s ‘cowboy’ style,”
said Bhima. “So perhaps Suahasil
was chosen because he is more
composed and will cool things
down.”
Deni expects Suahasil’s appoint-

ment may improve coordination
between the finance ministry and
central bank, noting that recently
appointed Bank Indonesia gover-
nor Destry Damayanti also has an
economics degree from the Uni-
versity of Indonesia, like the new
minister.
“The hope is that there will be

better cooperation between fiscal
andmonetary authorities,” he add-
ed.
But while the new appointment

might initially stabilise the minis-
try following Purbaya’s abrupt ex-
it, experts warn that Suahasil faces
formidable challenges moving for-
ward.
“This is a signal to the market

that the government is returning to
a more disciplined, credible and
targeted approach to fiscal man-
agement. So, this is an important
change,” said Deni.
“But there is a limit to what fiscal

policy can do, especially if the go-
vernment insists on continuing all
of its priority programmes.”
He was referring to Prabowo’s

flagship initiatives such as the free
meals programmeand the “red and
white” village cooperatives to sup-
ply basic commodities and finan-
cial services to rural Indonesian
communities.
“We will see in the next two

months if Mr Suahasil succeeds in
implementing fiscal reform,” Bhi-
ma added.
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The island-state’s blazing heat is
inescapable, but symptoms of
heat-related illnesses can be simi-
lar to other diseases, and may of-
ten be misdiagnosed at the emer-
gency room.
For example, a patient with fe-

ver, low blood pressure or confu-
sion may initially be suspected of
having an infection or sepsis, or
blood poisoning, rather than a
heat-related illness.
This could result in an underre-

porting of heat illnesses and give
an inaccurate picture of the preva-
lence of heat-related illnesses in a
population, and how it drives oth-
er diseases.
As Singapore prepares for hotter

weather, a senior consultant from
Singapore General Hospital’s De-
partment of Emergency Medicine
is working with 10 public hospi-
tals’ emergency departments to
better understand whether rising
temperatures have resulted in
more cases of serious heat illness-
es here.
“The purpose is to establish a

more systematic and consistent

way of recognising, characterising
and reporting heat-related illness
across Singapore,” said SGH senior
consultant Marcus Ong, who is al-
so director of the Pre-hospital and
Emergency Research Centre at the
Duke-NUS Medical School.
Under the HEAT-MAP study,

which ends in 2028, medical staff
at the emergency rooms first iden-
tify patients with suspected heat-
related illness. Symptoms include
fainting, cramps, seizures and
headaches.
They then collect relevant clin-

ical data such as the patient’s core
temperature, and record informa-
tion about whether they were
working strenuously in hot envi-
ronments.
Clinical data can also include un-

derlying medical conditions that
make the patient more vulnerable
to heat such as heart disease.
Medical staff may also order lab

tests to understand the severity of
organ injury associated with heat
stress.
“By routinely asking about heat

exposure and collecting informa-
tion on symptoms and circum-
stances, we can better identify
cases that might otherwise be
overlooked,” said Ong.
Data from the study will serve as

a starting point for future projec-
tions of Singapore’s risk of heat
threats amid global warming.
The Ministry of Health (MOH)

told The Straits Times that the
number of heat-related illness cas-
es at the emergency departments
of all public hospitals here in-
creased from 280 in 2024 to 398 in
2025. The years 2024 and 2025
were among the top 10 warmest
years in Singapore.
The number of admissions rose

from69 cases in 2024 to 81cases in
2025. Between 2021 and 2024, one
heat-related death was recorded.
MOH did not reveal the types of

heat illnesses, which can include
heatstroke, heat exhaustion and
severe muscle cramps.
HEAT-MAP also wants to look

into howheat could have aggravat-
ed other conditions like heart dis-
ease and lung ailments.
A heat illness could also occur

alongside an infection. And the
sickest patients may be confused
or unconscious and unable to tell
medical staff that they spent time
in a hot environment.
This issue is not isolated to Sin-

gapore. A multi-country study on
heatstroke reporting practices –
published in scientific journal
Temperature in July – stated that

heatstroke is often underdiag-
nosed because a patient may die
with competing diagnoses such as
a heart attack, stroke, infection or
kidney failure.
As part of Ong’s study, research-

ers from the NUS Yong Loo Lin
School of Medicine will use the
two-year dataset to identify high-
risk groups that have been over-
looked. They will also be using the
information to forecast how the
population could be affected by
heat illnesses in the future.

STEPPED-UP COOLING AT
HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES

Meanwhile, several hospitals and
residential homes have been tak-
ing more measures in recent years
to protect patients during hotter,
humid periods.
For example, hospitals under the

National University Health System
(NUHS), the National Health-
care Group and the KK Women’s
and Children’s Hospital have in-
stalled additional portable fans
and portable air-conditioning in
subsidised wards.
Since 2014, NUHS has been pro-

gressively implementing pre-cool
mechanical ventilation systems in
subsidised wards. This involves
cooling outdoor air before it enters
non-air-conditioned wards, com-
plementing ceiling fans.
NUHS did not reveal which hos-

pitals this has been rolled out in,
but said: “During periods of hot
weather, cooling measures may be
stepped up, including extending
the operating hours of spot-cool-
ing systems to help maintain a
comfortable environment for pa-
tients, visitors and staff.”
Spot cooling refers to fan coil

units used to provide additional
cooling in specific areas where
needed.
At AngMoKio – ThyeHua Kwan

Hospital, the air coolers in the
wards include amisting function if
temperatures rise.
At hospitals and nursing homes,

heat affects various patients dif-
ferently, so medical staff have to
take different precautions.
For example, bed-bound pa-

tients need to be checked more
closely for heat rashes and bed
sores, which can worsen with
sweat. Patients with dementia
may showcase their discomfort by
beingmore agitated orwithdrawn.
At the Red Cross Home for the

Disabled, “many have complex
care needs, limited mobility and
varying abilities to communicate
discomfort or recognise that they
are becoming overheated”, said
the Singapore Red Cross’ assistant
secretary-general of operations
Charis Chan.
“Our approach is proactive rath-

er than waiting for residents to
show significant symptoms. Staff
monitor residents’ hydration, skin
condition, behaviour, general con-
dition and comfort, and escalate
any concerns for further assess-
ment,” she added.
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land at the mouth of the Red Sea
on Sept 11.
A separate attack that day,

which Riyadh blamed on Iran-
backed fighters in Iraq, knocked
out Saudi Arabia’s east-west pipe-
line, the main route for Middle
East oil bypassing the blockaded
Strait of Hormuz.

OIL PRICES JUMP

Crude oil prices rose more than 3
per cent on Sept 14, when the
market reopened after the wee-
kend, while the politically sensi-
tive average retail price of diesel
in the United States hit a new all-
timehigh aboveUS$6.23 a gallon.
Traders say the closure of the

Saudi pipeline could cut off as
much as 4 per cent of global oil
supply unless it is reopenedwith-
in days. Images from space show
sections of the pipeline damaged
by fires. Riyadh has not given a
firm estimate for how long it will
be shut.
Oman had been due to host a

meeting on Sept 14 with Iran and
Gulf states to discuss negotia-
tions aimed at reopening Hor-
muz, the world’s most important
oil shipping lane, largely closed
since the US and Israel attacked
Iran at the end of February.
But Oman’s Foreign Minister

Sayyid Badr Albusaidi an-
nouncedovernight that themeet-
ing had been postponed “in the
interests of consensus”. Iran said
the postponement was at the re-
quest of Saudi Arabia.
Meanwhile, Iran issued a list of

77 ships it said had violated its
protocols for operating in the
Strait of Hormuz. Any ship on the
listwould face “restrictions on fu-
ture passages, including fines,
detention or confiscation”, and
other ships that assisted them by
accepting transfers of cargo
would be added to the list.

WAR’S EXPANSION A DILEMMA
FOR TRUMP

The upsurge of fighting in Yemen
poses a dilemma for Washington,
which is under pressure to aid its
Saudi allies but anxious not to ex-
pand the costly war to a new the-
atre.
Saudi Arabia has led an Arab

coalition battling the Houthis for
more than a decade, after the
mountain fighters captured Ye-
men’s capital in 2014. The war
there had largely been quiet un-
der a ceasefire for the past few
years, but fighting has now re-
sumed, with the Houthis driving
back forces from a Saudi-backed
government based in the south.
Thousands of Yemenis have

fled inland from the coast to es-
cape fighting as the Houthis
swept into cities, including the
historic Red Sea port of Mokha,
last week.
Aisha Muhammad, an elderly

woman burning twigs to heat a
kettle in government-held terri-
tory near Taiz, told Reuters she
had left behind two daughters
and three sons who had been un-
able to escape.
“They can’t even go out to the

market to get food and drinking
water. They are being blocked
and shot at, so they are trapped
inside their homes,” she said.
“They cannot reach us, and we
cannot return to them. This is a
trial from God.”
On Sept 11, the Houthis cap-

tured Perim Island, inside the
Bab el-Mandeb, the “Gate of
Tears” strait, at the mouth of the
Red Sea.
US President Donald Trump is

under pressure to end the war to
relieve the global energy shortage
and lower prices that are hurting
the fortunes of his Republican
Party ahead of mid-term elec-
tions in November.
Three sources have told Reu-

ters that Washington has so far
rebuffed pleas from Saudi Ara-
bia’s Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman to intervene in Ye-
men.
Trump confirmed at the wee-

kend that he had spoken to the
prince, and said the Houthis had
also phoned asking Washington
to keep out of the dispute.
The US bombed the Houthis in

2025 for two months, but Trump
called off that campaign after re-
aching a ceasefirewith the group,
which he said had promised not
to attack ships in the Red Sea.
Trump, who attended a golf

tournament at one of his resorts
in Ireland, said he expected the
Iran war to end shortly after the
elections in November, after
which the price of oil would “drop
like a rock”. REUTERS
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Traders say the closure
of the Saudi pipeline
could cut off as much as
4 per cent of global oil
supply unless it is
reopened within days.
Images from space show
sections of the pipeline
damaged by fires. Riyadh
has not given a firm
estimate for how long it
will be shut.


