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DUBAI – US President Donald
Trump issued a new threat to Iran
on June 10 after US and Iranian
forces exchanged strikes hours
earlier, potentially upending an
already fragile ceasefire.
“They have taken too long to

negotiate a deal that would have
been great for them, now they
will have to pay the price!!!” he
wrote on social media.
He said in a separate interview

with Fox News that he was get-
ting close to ordering new strikes
targeting Iran’s power plants and
bridges if Tehran refuses to close
a deal.
“I may keep going,” Trump was

quoted by Fox as saying. “They
had a chance to sign a deal and
survive.”
It marked a contrast with his

comments to reporters on June 8
that negotiations on an enduring
settlement to end thewar were in
their “final throes”, and could be
wrapped up in “two or three
days”.
Oil prices jumped following

Trump’s latest posts. The price of
Brent crude, the global bench-
mark, rose nearly 2 per cent to

about US$93 a barrel, after falling
earlier in the day.
The US and Iran traded strikes

across theMiddle East on June10.
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards

carried out missile and drone at-
tacks on American military bases
in Jordan, Kuwait and Bahrain in
retaliation for US strikes on Ira-
nian targets around the Strait of
Hormuz.
The clashes mark one of the

biggest exchanges in hostilities
since the US and Iran agreed to a
ceasefire in April and came after
Trump accused Iran of downing
an American Apache helicopter
near the strait on June 9.
“I believe the response should

be very strong, very powerful,
and that is what this one is,”
Trump told ABC News.
The escalation in violence dee-

pens doubts about the prospects
for a deal to end the war that
started on Feb 28 with joint US-
Israeli strikes against Iran.
Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-

man Esmaeil Baghaei said on
June 10 that the US has damaged

Iran has taken too long
to negotiate, ‘will have
to pay the price’: Trump
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About 5,000 children have re-
ceived substantial financial bene-
fits in the first year or so of a
scheme to encourage Singaporeans
to have large families.
These include a $10,000 top-up

in their Child Development Ac-
count (CDA) and $5,000 in their
mothers’MediSave account, to ease
the costs of raising three children
or more.
Families get up to $16,000 in ad-

ditional benefits for every third and
subsequent Singaporean children
born on or after Feb 18, 2025, under
the Large Families Scheme, which
PrimeMinister LawrenceWongan-
nounced during Budget 2025.
These benefits include the CDA

First Step Grant of $10,000, double
the $5,000 all Singaporean chil-
dren receive.
The funds can be used to pay for

pre-school and healthcare expens-
es incurred by the child or his or
her siblings.
They will also get the Large Fam-

ilyMediSave Grant of $5,000, cred-

ited into themother’s MediSave ac-
count. This is on top of the $5,000
MediSave Grant given to all Singa-
porean children at birth.
The MediSave funds can be used

to offset pregnancy and delivery-
related expenses, as well as ap-
proved medical bills for depen-
dants.
As at March, about 5,000 chil-

dren have received the CDA First
Step Grant and the Large Family
MediSave Grant, a Ministry of So-
cial and Family Development
(MSF) spokesperson told The
Straits Times.
These children will also get

$1,000 annually in Large Family Li-
feSG Credits from the year they
turn one to the year they turn
six. These credits can be used to
defray household expenses, such
as groceries, utilities and transport
bills.
Families whose third or subse-

quent child was born before Feb 18,
2025, also qualify for the Large
Family LifeSG Credits if they meet
certain criteria, such as having a
Singaporean child born between
Jan 1, 2019, and Feb 17, 2025.
Over 33,000 children received

these Large Family LifeSG Credits

in 2025, the MSF spokesperson
said.
Singapore’s resident total fertility

rate fell to a record low of 0.87 in
2025, with more couples choosing
to stop at just one or two children,
said academics who study popula-
tion issues.
Based on the latest data from the

Department of Statistics, the share
of women at the end of their child-
bearing years with just one child
has grown, while those with three
or more have fallen significantly in
the past 20 years.
In 2024, 20.6 per cent of Singapo-

rean women aged between 40 and

49 had three or more children,
down from 34.5 per cent in 2004
and 26.3 per cent in 2014.
By contrast, those with just one

child rose from 15.9 per cent in
2004 to 19.8 per cent in 2014 and
22.8 per cent in 2024.
The figures refer to women who

are ever-married, which means
those who are currently married,
divorced or widowed.
Kalpana Vignehsa, a senior re-

search fellow at the Institute of Pol-
icy Studies, said that by defining a
large family as one with three or
more children, the Government is
implicitly acknowledging that the

third child has become relatively
uncommon today.
The policy supports families at

the point where many appear to
stop having children, she said.
But she said it is too early to tell

whether the scheme has led to
more third and subsequent births,
as couples often spend years dis-
cussing whether to have another
child. Many factors influence that
decision, including work demands,
caregiving arrangements and fi-
nancial considerations.
She said: “Culturally, there are al-

so strong norms around intensive
parenting and upward mobility,
even for the wealthy. Parents in-
creasingly feel responsible for
maximising each child’s education-
al and developmental outcomes.
“This raises the perceived ‘cost’

of each additional child because
good parenting is no longer seen as
simply providing basic care, but ex-
tensive emotional, educational and
financial investment.”
Stay-at-home mum Lyn Lee, 37,

has four children with her fund
manager husband. Their oldest
child is six, and the youngest was
born in April.
Apart from loving kids, she said

her close relationship with her
brother – her only sibling – made
her want to have a larger family, so
that her children can have siblings
they can count on.

She gets caregiving help from a
domestic helper and her in-laws,
with whom the family lives. Lee
said she appreciates the support
from the Large Families Scheme,
which helps to defray some family
expenses.
Her third and fourth children

each receive $1,000 a year in Large
Family LifeSG Credits, which she
has used to pay for groceries and
children’s shoes.
Her fourth child, a boy, also gets

the CDA First Step Grant and the
MediSave Grant. She plans to use
the CDA funds for his pre-school
fees.
But she noted thatmotherhood is

about more than just dollars and
cents.
The “mental load” and stresses

mothers have to face are a big con-
sideration when it comes to having
more children, she said.
Besides worries over their health

and well-being, she said managing
logistics like taking them to their
classes can be challenging.
Lee, who does not plan to have a

fifth child, said: “Mentally, I am
done. And the Singapore education
system is so stressful.”
AbrahamYeo, a 44-year-old stay-

at-home father, gets $1,000 a year
in Large Family LifeSG Credits for
the youngest of his three children,
who is 19 months old. His wife
works in a Christian mission agen-
cy, and he said their finances are
tight as they get by on amodest sin-
gle income.
The credits have helped the fam-

ily defray their daily expenses like
groceries and transport.
But he said: “Having three chil-

dren is already a lot on our hands,
so the Large Families Scheme
wouldn’t spur us to have more
kids.”

5,000 children get $10k grant, other
benefits in scheme for larger families
Too early to tell if this has led to more
third and subsequent births, says analyst
Theresa Tan
Senior Social Affairs
Correspondent

Stay-at-home
dad Abraham Yeo
with his wife,
Peng Cheng Yu,
and their three
children. They
get $1,000 a year
in Large Family
LifeSG Credits for
their youngest
child, who is 19
months old,
which has helped
defray their daily
expenses. PHOTO:
COURTESY OF
ABRAHAM YEO
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DAR ES SALAAM – Singapore and
Tanzania can harness their indi-
vidual strengths to create good
jobs and inclusive growth, said
President Tharman Shanmugarat-
nam.
There is “real potential for mea-

ningful partnership” between the
two sides, from sectors such as
agri-business to tourism, he said
on June 9 to an audience of busi-
ness leaders duringhis state visit to
the East African nation.
Describing Tanzania as “a coun-

try of immense promise”, Presi-
dent Tharman highlighted its
young and entrepreneurial popula-
tion, abundant natural resources,
and strategic position linking re-

gional and global markets.
There are also expanding invest-

ment opportunities, including in
infrastructure, he noted.
Partnership between the two

sides would combine Tanzania’s
own advantages with Singapore’s
experience in building efficient
systems, advanced supply chain
management, high-value services
and the digital economy, said Pres-
ident Tharman.

“If we canwork this complemen-
tarity between our two economies
well, it can create good jobs, higher
capabilities and inclusive growth,”
he said at a Singapore-Tanzania
joint business forum at the Julius
Nyerere International Convention
Centre.
He said countries need to diver-

sify by building “new corridors of
opportunity” as well as wider and
more resilient supply chains. This

is as the international order, espe-
cially the rules and norms of world
trade, grows increasingly uncer-
tain.
While Singapore and Tanzania

appear distant on the map, their
connection via shipping lanes goes
back centuries, noted President
Tharman.
“We meet today to renew a very

old acquaintance – and to give it
new relevance for our times.”
He had earlier, on June 9, an-

nounced that Singapore would be
negotiating a free trade agreement
(FTA) with the East African Com-
munity (EAC), a regional grouping
of eight countries that includes
Tanzania.

Negotiations are expected to
commence soon, he said at the fo-
rum.
This would be Singapore’s first

FTA with an African partner, and
the EAC’s first with a non-African
partner. It will open new pathways

S’pore and Tanzania’s complementary strengths
can create good jobs, growth: President Tharman

Chin Soo Fang
Senior Correspondent
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Three new stations to close the loop in Circle Line

The Keppel, Prince Edward Road and Cantonment MRT stations will open on July 12 and complete the loop in the Circle Line. The stations will feature large-scale art
installations, environmental features and amenities such as an exhibition space, undergroundbicycle parking and a baby care room. At Cantonment station (above),
the platform features a curved ceiling and 24 murals reminiscent of the historic Tanjong Pagar Railway Station. ST PHOTO: SHINTARO TAY SEE SINGAPORE • A15


