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highest decision-making body – is
typically elected.
The Constitution also says that if

a conference is called, the party’s
secretary-general will send notices
to all cadre members one month
before the day fixed for the cadre
members’ conference, informing
them of the date, time and place of
the meeting.
The secretary-general will also

inform them of the agenda and res-

olutions tabled for discussionwhen
possible.
This comes ahead of a January

discussion in Parliament on the ap-
propriate response toWP chief Pri-
tam Singh’s conviction for lying to a
parliamentary committee.
Leader of theHouse IndraneeRa-

jah had said that Mr Singh’s convic-
tion has implications for party lead-
ers Sylvia Lim and Faisal Manap.
This will be part of the upcoming
discussions in Parliament, which
will convene on Jan 12.

Now that Mr Singh’s court case
has concluded and he has been
found guilty of lying, these matters
will be raised for discussion, Ms In-
dranee said in a statement on Dec

22.
On Dec 4, the High Court upheld

Mr Singh’s Feb 17 conviction on two
counts of lying to the Committee of
Privileges (COP), which included a

$14,000 fine.
The COP had in February 2022

released a report that said the “ap-
propriate sanctions” for Mr Singh,
Ms Lim and Mr Manap for their

roles in former WP MP Raeesah
Khan’s untruths to theHouse and to
theCOPwouldbedeferreduntil the
end of investigations or criminal
proceedings against Mr Singh.
Mr Singh’s trial began in October

2024, and hewas later found by the
courts to have lied to the COP on
twokey issues:Whetherhehad told
MsKhan to take her lie to the grave,
and what he meant when he told
Ms Khan that he would not judge
her.
WP said on Dec 17 that it had

started the party’s “internal proc-
esses” in the light of the Dec 4High
Court judgment.
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FROM A1 Workers’ Party chief Pritam Singh’s conviction for lying to a

parliamentary committee has implications for party
leaders Sylvia Lim and Faisal Manap, Leader of the House
Indranee Rajah said in a statement on Dec 22.

Dengue cases in Singapore are at
their lowest in seven years, with
about 4,000 cases recorded so far
in 2025, according to data from the
National Environment Agency
(NEA).
There were 3,990 cases of den-

gue reported here as at Dec 26 – a
drop of about 70 per cent from the
13,651 cases seen in 2024.
This is the lowest number of cas-

es seen here since 2018, when
3,282 cases were recorded.
There have been four deaths

from the disease reported so far in
2025, compared with 17 in 2024.
InMay, NEA attributed the lower

number of dengue cases in part to
efforts such as ProjectWolbachia –
an initiative to control the Aedes
mosquito population here through
the release of lab-grownmalemos-
quitoes infected with the Wolba-
chia bacteria.
ProjectWolbachia has “very like-

ly” contributed to the decline in
dengue numbers in 2025, said Pro-
fessor Hsu Li Yang, vice-dean of
global health at the NUS Saw Swee
Hock School of Public Health.
He noted that the initiative,

which now covers more than
580,000 households, has been
scaled up quite substantially over
the past year.
However, Prof Hsu added that it

is difficult to judge how much of a
role the project has played, given
how wildly case numbers have
fluctuated in recent years.
Dengue cases here hit a record

high of 35,315 in 2020, before fall-
ing to 5,258 the following year. In
2022, the number of infections
rose again to 32,325, then de-
creased to 9,949 in 2023.
Project Wolbachia’s contribution

to lowering dengue numbers here
is likely to become clearer over the
next two to three years, he said.
The initiative aims to cover

800,000 households, or about half
of all households here, by 2026.
Infectious diseases expert Paul

Tambyah said the most likely rea-
son for the dramatic drop is grow-
ing herd immunity – when enough
people are immune to a disease
such that it no longer spreads eas-
ily – to currently circulating strains
of dengue.

“An almost identical decline in
dengue cases in Singapore was last
noted in 2017 when there was a
78.9 per cent drop in the number of
dengue cases, from 13,085 cases in
2016 to 2,767 cases in 2017,” said the
immediate past president of the In-
ternational Society for Infectious
Diseases.
The Den-2 serotype, or strain, of

dengue has accounted for most in-
fections here since mid-2023, and
was also responsible for most den-
gue cases here in both 2016 and
2017.
The Republic’s decrease in den-

gue infections comes amid a fall in
dengue cases globally in 2025,
with about five million dengue
cases worldwide as at early De-
cember, according to statistics
from the European Centre for Dis-
ease Prevention and Control.
This is down from about 14 mil-

lion dengue cases in 2024.
Globally, about 3,000 people

have died of dengue-related causes
in 2025, compared with about
9,500 such deaths the year before.
With an increase in travel follow-

ing the Covid-19 pandemic, dengue
trends in most countries are likely
to be similar, said Professor Tam-
byah.
Research has pointed to people

travelling to dengue-infected re-
gions and then returning to their
home countries as a potential rea-
son for the disease’s emergence in
new areas.
Prof Tambyah noted that across

the region, countries such as Ma-
laysia recorded similar declines in
dengue numbers.
On Dec 16, Malaysian Health

Minister Dzulkefly Ahmad said
dengue cases in the country fell by
56 per cent to 51,046 in 2025, com-
pared with 118,291 cases in 2024,
amid dengue prevention efforts.
Prof Hsu said efforts in other

countries to keep dengue in check
have also borne fruit, such as in
Brazil, where the number of cases
fell to 1.6 million in 2025, from 6.4
million in 2024.
This decrease was in large part a

result of efforts to curb the mos-
quito population there as well as
national dengue vaccination cam-
paigns, he said.
However, Prof Tambyah warned

that the downward trend in den-
gue cases in Singapore may not
continue in the coming years
should another serotype become
more common.
An article published in 2022 by

the National Centre for Infectious
Diseases noted that the 2020 surge
in dengue cases was driven by an
increase in the Den-3 and Den-4
dengue serotypes.
Neither strain had infected large

numbers here previously, and thus
more people were susceptible to
infection, the article noted.
While Den-2 remains the predo-

minant dengue serotype in Singa-
pore, the number of Den-3 cases is
increasing, according to NEA data,
Prof Tambyah said.

Dengue cases
in S’pore hit
7-year low
in 2025
amid global
decrease
Likely reasons include Project Wolbachia
and growing herd immunity, say experts
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However, Prof
Tambyah warned
that the downward
trend in dengue cases
in Singapore may not
continue in the
coming years
should another
serotype become
more common.

rights and political representa-
tion, the people of Myanmar will
not settle for the current military-
brokered political arrangement”.
Ms SuuKyi’sNational League for

Democracy (NLD), which won a
landslide victory in the 2020 elec-
tion, was dissolved in 2023 when
it refused to re-register as a politi-
cal party under the military-stip-
ulated rules.
With the popular NLD out of the

way, the military-affiliated Union
Solidarity and Development Party
(USDP) is largely unchallenged. It
has the largest number of candi-
dates at almost 5,000 and is con-
testing in all the townships.
The USDP is one of just six par-

ties competing nationwide, with
the others competing only at the
state or regional levels. A total of
57 political parties will participate
in the election.
The People’s Party, led by

65-year-old former democracy
activist Ko KoGyi, is one of the six
parties competing nationwide. He
said the party is taking part to of-
fer a different political voice to the
people.

“Ifwe reject the election,what is
the better alternative? That’s why,
inmy sense, the election is not the
best choice but the least damag-
ing,” he added.
Countries like China and Russia,

which have sent election observ-
ers to Myanmar, support the elec-
tion, seeing it as a way for the
Myanmar military to achieve a

more stable political landscape.
Ms Debbie Stothard, founder of

the Alternative ASEAN Network
on Burma, which promotes de-
mocracy and human rights in
Myanmar, said the junta hopes to
convince some global actors to re-
turn to “business as usual” al-
though it has lost territorial con-
trol of half the country.

She told ST: “The global com-
munity should brace itself for
more political and economic
chaos as the military continues to
commit atrocities after the sham
polls, this timewith the support of
an ‘elected’ military-controlled
Parliament.”
According to ACLED, an inde-

pendent global conflict monitor,
the Myanmar military conducted
2,602 air anddrone strikes in 2025
up to Nov 28, resulting in almost
2,000 deaths. This was a spike
from 2022, when the military
launched 363 such attacks, caus-
ing 216 deaths.
Since the 2021 coup, at least

6,800 civilians have been killed in
Myanmar, withmore than 3.5mil-
lion people displaced by conflict,
said a UN report in June 2025.
Still, despite reservations about

the election, some expressed
hopes for change.
With a purple ink mark on his

pinky finger, signifying that he
had voted, 68-year-old trader Ny-
unt Oo told ST: “I hope a genuine
democratic governmentwill come
to power.”
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A polling official assisting a woman with voting at a polling station in Kyauktada on Dec 28. Themilitary-affiliated Union Solidarity and Development Party is one of
just six parties competing nationwide, with the others competing only at the state or regional levels. A total of 57 political parties will participate. PHOTO: REUTERS

Awoman casting her ballot in Yangon onDec 28. Countries like China and Russia,
which have sent election observers to Myanmar, support the election, seeing it
as a way for themilitary to achieve amore stable political landscape. PHOTO: EPA

AFP. “People probably don’t be-
lieve in the fairness of this elec-
tion.”
At a polling station near the

gilded Sule Pagoda in downtown
Yangon, the voters were primarily
senior citizens, mothers carrying
children, and housewives with
shopping baskets.
Out of some 1,400 people listed

as registered at the site, fewer than
500 had cast their ballots with
less than two hours until polls
closed, according to a local electo-
ral official.
In the last election in 2020, the

turnout rate was around 70 per
cent.
Ms Sein Yee, a retired rural

school teacher, said “voting is a
duty for all citizens”.
“It’s an opportunity for all citi-

zens to achieve peace in the coun-
try,” the 74-year-old woman add-
ed.
Myanmar was plunged into civil

war by the military’s 2021 coup,

YANGON – The droves of young
people who queued to cast ballots
in past elections inMyanmarwere
conspicuous by their absence
from themilitary-run polls onDec
28, with older voters dominating
the turnout.
Legions have left the war-rav-

aged country since the military
seized power almost five years
ago, including many men of con-
scription age – up to 35 – or
youngsters seeking better liveli-
hoods away fromMyanmar’s mor-
ibund economy.
And even those still in the coun-

try were not particularly eager to
take part in the vote, which inter-
national rights campaigners have
dismissed as a sham.
“Most of the people who go to

vote are elderly,” said one man in
his 20s in the Mandalay area, who
asked to remain anonymous for
security reasons.
“I don’t think anyone wants to

get involved in this chaos,” he told

and it instituted conscription two
years ago to bolster its ranks as it
battles guerillas as well as ethnic
minority armies that have long
held sway in the country’s fringes.
“I think this is an unfair election

that is being held against people’s
wishes,” said 35-year-old Kyaw
Min Thein in the western state of
Rakhine, which is controlled al-
most entirely by an ethnic minor-
ity army.
“I don’t think there will be any

changes. I think this is for them to
change their soldier uniforms into
civilian ones and to hold onto
their power.”
The junta is touting the vote as a

return to democracy.
“I am soon to be 100,” said for-

mer journalist Sato Nga Nyo, 97,
who declined to say whom he vot-
ed for. “I am a Myanmar citizen
who loves his nationality and his
country. I have to show support.”
The streets around Sule Pagoda,

which was the scene of a violent

crackdown on pro-democracy
protesters after the coup,were un-
usually quiet on Dec 28.
Only a sound system playing a

looped song encouraging the elec-
torate to exercise their democratic
right broke the calm, along with
the occasional passing van carry-
ing armed police and soldiers.
Anti-regime groups have threat-

ened to target the election.
“Thosewhohave to go to polling

stations for voting, you go,” said an
officer of an anti-coup People’s
Defence Force group, from Pale
township in Sagaing region.
“But go home straight after-

wards for your safety.”
Some people had been forced to

take part, he added: “We have un-
derstood people have had guns
pointed at them as a type of pres-
sure for voting.”
InYangon,many voters declined

to identify their preferences, or
discuss the turnout, but Mr Wai
Phyo Kyaw, a candidate for the
junta-allied People’s Pioneer Par-
ty, shrugged off concerns.
“You should vote for the candi-

date you like. If you don’t, you’ll
end up with no one you support,”
he said.
“Some people choose not to

vote,” he added, “but it may not be
good for them.” AFP

‘Unfair election’: Young voters
largely absent from Myanmar polls


