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The use of technologies such as tel-
emedicine and artificial intelli-
gence (AI) can help bolster national
initiatives such as Healthier SG and

AgeWell SGby shifting the delivery
of healthcare away from hospitals
towards the community, said
HealthMinister Ong YeKung on Ju-

ly 24.
Speaking at an event organised

by the National University Health
System (NUHS) to mark Nurses’

Day, he said there is a “strong,
ground-up proliferation” of good
potential uses of AI in healthcare.
These will be implemented

“thoughtfully and judiciously”, he
added.
Technology will allow nurses to

carry out their work more produc-
tively, said Mr Ong, who is also Co-
ordinating Minister for Social Pol-
icies.
“It’s impossible for technology to

replace the work of a nurse, but it
can make your job better,” he add-
ed.
During the event, NUHS high-

lighted several examples of new
technology it is adopting, such as
the Endeavour AI Fall Risk Assess-
ment tool, which uses AI to analyse
a patient’s medical history, medica-
tion list and mobility status to pre-
dict the patient’s risk of falling.
It is expected to be introduced at

the National University Hospital
later in 2025.
Meanwhile, Alexandra Hospital

is testing the use of “virtual nurs-
ing” in its smart wards.
Set to be implemented by

end-2025, this system is aimed at
enhancing response times to pa-
tient needs, while reducing the fre-
quency of routine physical rounds
by enabling nurses to remotely
monitor and interact with multiple
patients in real time through live
video feeds.
NUHS group chief nurse Cathe-

rine Koh said care needs are evolv-
ing rapidly as Singapore’s popula-
tion ages and more are living with
chronic conditions.
“These changes to transform the

roles and competency of nurses
help ensure they are supported to
practise effectively, with the right
tools, education and autonomy to
focus on what matters most – deli-
vering quality care,” said Dr Koh.
Technology was one of four key

thrusts outlined by Mr Ong for Sin-
gapore’s healthcare agenda in the
coming years as the country han-
dles an ageing population with in-
creasing healthcare demands.
Healthcare manpower must be

developed and reskilled amid the
sector’s changing landscape, with
the Government working with
healthcare clusters and institutes of
higher learning to develop skills
pathways for nurses and other pro-
fessionals.
The Republic will also “deepen

and broaden” the implementation

of national health strategies such as
Healthier SG, Age Well SG and
Grow Well SG, the Health Minister
said.
He noted that the authorities are

now in the second phase of imple-
menting preventive health initia-
tive Healthier SG, with it being im-
perative that those enrolled in the
scheme go to their general practi-
tioners for follow-ups and check-
ins.
“It is important for them to build

this health-seeking habit and see
their family doctor even though
they are not sick.
“We must build up strong com-

munity and environmental support
that encourages our residents to
lead healthier lifestyles,” he said,
adding that they should try to quit
smoking and take part in more ac-
tive physical activities.
Meanwhile, as part of healthy-

ageing initiative Age Well SG, Mr
Ong said active ageing centresmust
expand their programmes and ou-
treach, as well as strengthen their
healthcare services via community
health posts – touch points for easy
access to health services near the
homes of seniors.
Promising care models are also

emerging, Mr Ong said, pointing to
the example of theHappyVillage@
Mei Ling community space under
NUHS’ Health District @ Queen-
stown, which provides health
screenings, vaccinations and exer-
cise in the heart of the community.
Expanding healthcare infrastruc-

ture is also a key priority as health-
care demand rises,withMrOng cit-
ing as examples the new integrated
general and community hospital in
Tengah – to be built by the early
2030s – as well as new polyclinics
in Yew Tee and Taman Jurong,
which will come with “sufficient
qualified manpower and nurses” to
operate them.
NUHS will expand its manpower

with the redevelopment of Alexan-
dra Hospital as well as the new hos-
pital in Tengah, noted NUHS chief
executive Yeoh Khay Guan.
This additional manpower will

provide the opportunity to acceler-
ate transformation efforts in
healthcare, he said at the event.
The event, held at theNUHSTow-

er Block in Kent Ridge Road, recog-
nised the contributions of 160 nurs-
es under the health cluster.

Tech can help efforts to shift
healthcare delivery towards
community: Ong Ye Kung
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Health Minister Ong Ye Kung serving coffee to nurses while having wefies taken at an event organised by the National University Health System on July 24 to mark
Nurses’ Day, where the contributions of 160 nurses under the health cluster are being recognised. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO
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A 15-year-old boy was charged in
court after being foundwith vapes
on five different occasions by the
Health Sciences Authority (HSA).
The court ordered the teenager’s

placement in the Singapore Boys’
Home, a juvenile rehabilitation
centre, for 24 months, starting
from July 21.
According to charge sheets, the

boy was caught possessing two
vapes at a McDonald’s restaurant
at Nex shopping mall on March 19,
2024.
He was also caught with vapes

on four other separate occasions
from February to October 2024 in
Sin Ming Avenue, at 201 Seran-
goon Central and at a Housing
Board void deck in Sumang Walk

in Punggol.
HSA said on July 24 that the boy

also faced 15 other charges from
the Singapore Police Force when
he was hauled to court on July 21.
These charges included robbery
with hurt, voluntarily causing
hurt and property-related offenc-
es.
In a press release in April 2024,

the Ministry of Health and HSA
said theMinistry of Educationwill
be notified when students are

caught for vaping offences outside
school settings.
In addition to the penalty im-

posed by HSA, schools will take
disciplinary action against stu-
dents caught vaping, such as sus-
pension or caning for boys.
A study by the Health Promo-

tion Board (HPB) published in
June showed that despite Singa-
pore’s total ban on e-vaporisers
since 2018, their adoption among
youth has risen.
In 2024, there were 2,000 cases

of students, including those from
institutes of higher learning, re-
ported for possessing or using e-
vaporisers. This is up from 800
cases in 2022, and 900 cases in
2023.
Possessing, using or buying

vapes carries a maximum fine of
$2,000.
Anyone who distributes, im-

ports or sells vapes and their com-
ponents can be jailed for up to six
months and fined up to $10,000.
Those who need help to quit

vaping can join the HPB’s I Quit
programme by calling the Quit-
Line on 1800-438-2000.
Participants need not worry

about being prosecuted, as it does
not presume they use or have used
vaping products.
But those caught using or pos-

sessing such items will be prose-
cuted.
From July 21, the HSA has ex-

tended the operating hours for its
hotline to report vaping-related
offences. The hotline now oper-
ates from 9am to 9pm daily, in-
cluding public holidays.
The HSA has also launched a

new online portal to report vap-
ing-related offences at
www.go.gov.sg/reportvape
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• If you have a story to share about
vapes, e-mail us at
stnewsdesk@sph.com.sg

Boy, 15, charged after being caught
with vapes on 5 different occasions
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MOSCOW – An Antonov An-24
passenger plane carrying 48 peo-
ple crashed in Russia’s far east on
July 24 as itwas preparing to land,
killing everyone on board, the re-
gional governor and investigators
said.
The burning fuselage of the

plane, which was from the Soviet
era and was nearly 50 years old,
was spotted on the ground by a
helicopter.
There were 42 passengers, in-

cluding five children, and six
crew members on board.
Investigators said they had

opened a criminal case into the
suspected violation of air traffic
and air transport rules.
Video, shot from a helicopter

and posted on social media,
showed that the plane had come
down in a densely forested area.
There were no roads to the site,

and a rescue team numbering
more than 100 people had to use
heavy machinery to cut a path
there.
Amur’s regional governorVasily

Orlov offered his condolences to
the families of those who died
and declared three days of
mourning, ordering flags to be lo-
wered to half-mast.
“I regret to inform you that, ac-

cording to preliminary data,
there are no survivors of the
An-24 plane crash in the Tynda
District. Rescuers have reached

the crash site,” he said in a state-
ment.
The plane was on a flight by a

privately owned Siberian-based
regional airline called Angara.
The aircraft’s tail number showed
it was built in 1976 and was oper-
ated by Soviet flag carrier Aero-
flot before the 1991 collapse of the
Soviet Union.
It was en route from the city of

Blagoveshchensk to Tynda, a re-
mote town and important railway
junction in the Amur region bor-
dering China, and dropped off ra-
dar screens while preparing to
land.
Debris from the plane was

found on a hill around 15km from
Tynda, the Interfax news agency
quoted emergency service offi-
cials as saying.
The federal Russian govern-

ment said it had set up a commis-
sion to deal with the aftermath of
the crash and the authorities an-
nounced an investigation into the
cause.
The Kremlin said President

Vladimir Putin had been notified
of the crash.
China’s state-run news agency

Xinhua reported that Chinese
President Xi Jinping had sent
condolences to Mr Putin over the
crash.
At least one Chinese citizen

was reported to have been on
board. REUTERS

Plane crashes in Russia,
killing all 48 on board

This handout picture released by Russia’s Far Eastern Transport Prosecutor’s
Office on July 24, shows what it said is the crash site of the Antonov AN-24
passenger plane in the far eastern Amur region. PHOTO: AFP

DPM Gan meets US Congress leaders to exchange views

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade and Industry
Gan Kim Yong meeting House
Ways and Means Committee
chairman Jason Smith during
his visit to the US from July 20
to 26.
DPM Gan said in a Facebook
post on July 24 that, as part of
the Washington leg of his visit,
he met congressional leaders
handling trade issues and
exchanged views, including on
“potential areas where we
might deepen our economic
cooperation”.
DPM Gan also pointed out
that the Republic is the
third-largest Asian investor in
the US. “Over 250 of our
companies currently operate in
45 US states,” he said. “Our
bilateral trade and Singapore’s
investments in the US support
over 350,000 American jobs.”
DPM Gan said he appreciated
the perspectives from
members of Congress on how
Singapore and the US can do
more together.
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