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Singaporrre’s first general hospital is an unnnsanitary
smallllll wooooden building near the junction ooof Bras Basah
and Stammmford roads, offering basic treatmmments.

182222111

A new sccchool of
medicineee to train
locals opppens at
Sepoy Liiines (the
current sssite of the
Singapore General
Hospital) with
23 studeeents.
Merchannnts led by
Mr Tan Jiak Kim
(right) annnd Mr Seah
Lianggg Seeeah raise
$87,000 in 1905 and
another $120,000
in 1912.

1905
Seven local medical students are the first to obtain

Licentiates in Medicine and Surgery. The “Magnificent 7”
become assistant medical officers or assistant

surgeons, earning a lowly $250 a month.
1910

Dr Gopal Haridas is the first
local graduate to receive
further training in England
and admitted as a member
of the Royal College of
Physicians. Dr Michael
Thiruchelvam is the first
local graduate to obtain
higher qualification in
surgery.

Mid-1930s

A huge bungalow
in Grange Road,
called Holne Chase,
is converted into
a hostel for 30
female students.

1936

During World War II,
more than 200
medical students join
ttthhheee MMMeeedddiiicccaaalll AAAuuuxxxiiillliiiaaarrryyy
Serviceee and are
deployeeed to hospitals
and firssst aid posts,
often wwworking
18 hourrrs a day.

1941-
1945Tan Tock Seng

Hospital is bombed
on Feb 13, killing
medical student
Yoong Tatt Sin.
Another 10 medical
students are killed
the following day
at his funeral.
The medical school
closes.

1942
The newly formed
University of Malaya
confers the first Bachelor
of Medicine and Bachelor
of Surgery (MBBS) on
17 graduates at the
Bukit Timah campus.

1119995550000
The Academy of Medicine is
founded, paving the way for
fooormaaal pppooossstgggraaaddduuuaaateee traaaininggg
and continuing education.

1957

Singggapore establishes the
Univvversity of Singapore,
withhh Professor Kangaratnam
Shanmugaratnam as the
medddical school’s dean.

1962

The National
University Health
System (NUHS,
below) is
established to
integrate and
improve education,
research and the
provision of
healthcare.

2008

A $30 million
donation from NUS
alumnus Professor
Saw Swee Hock
(below) leads to
the setting up of
the Saw Swee
Hock School of
Public Health.

2011
The 15-storey
Cennntre for
Trannnslational
Medddicine is
officccially opened.
The Silent Mentors
progggramme is
initiated, with
studdddeeennntttsss tttaaauuuggghhhttt
to treat donated
cadavers with
utmmmost respect.

2012

School rannnked
among top 20
in the worrrld –
a ranking it
maintainsss
today.

201119
The Centttre for
Biomedicccal
Ethics is
designattted a
World Heeealth
Organisaaation
collaboraaating
centre – the
first in AAAsia and
5th in thhhe world.

2014

Yong Loo Lin School
of Meeedicine (left)
celebbbrates 120 yearsss.2025

• The National Medical Research
Council is set up to oversee,
coordinate and approve funds
for medical research.
• The White Coat Ceremony is
introduced to induct medical
students into the fraternity.
Faculty members help incoming
students don their first white
coats, a symbol of physicians.

1994

The goveeernment-imposed quota
of no mooore than a third offf
medical students be wommmen is
lifted, resssulting in an immeeediate
jjjuuummmppp iiinnn ffffeeemmmaaallleee ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss ttttooo
43 per cent of intake in 2003.

2002

Asians, considered inferior
by the colonial government,
are finally allowed to take
positions in the Straits
Settlements Medical Service.

1932
Physiology is the first
professorial chair to
be set up.

1912
A medical students’
hostel is set up to
accommodate
students from Malaya.

1916
Pioneering class with a Licentiate
in Medicine and Surgery standing
behind teachers

King Edward VII
College of
Medicine

King Edward VII
MMMMeddddiiicallll SSSSchhhhoollll iiin 1111999911113333

The SSStraits Settlements and Federated Maaalay
States GGGovernment Medical School, Sepoy Linnnes

Ms Eugenie Nunnnes
becomeees the firrrst
woman graduannnd, but
she retuuurns to PPPakistan
on graddduating.

1911

2005

The King Edward VII
College of Medicine
reopppens on June 17,,,
following ttthe war.
About 20000 pre-war
students return to
complete their studies.

19461946

The university officiiially
becomes the Nationnnal
University of Singapppore,
in Kent Ridge, after a
merger with Nanyannng
University.

1980

The Faculty of Medicine
relocates from Sepoy Lines
to Kent Ridge.

1983
The Unnniversity Hospital
(((ppprecurrrsor to the National
University Hospital) is set up as
a government-owned hospital
run as a self-governing entity.
This is the model for all public
hospitals today.

1985

Fromwooden hut to
ttooopp 2200 iinnn tthheewwoorrrlldd

In 120 years, NUSMeeedicine
has grown from provvviding
bbbaaasssiiiccc mmmeeedddiiicccaaalll cccaaarrreee tttoooo bbbeeecccooommmiiinnnggg aaaa
research-intensive medical schooool
focused on cutting-edge medicinnne.

Dr Yong Loo Lin

• Duke-NUS Medical
School is set up.
• So is the Alice Lee
Centre for Nursing
Studies, with a
$30 million gift from
the Lee Foundation
• The Faculty of
Medicine is renamed the
Yong Loo Lin School of
Medicine on the school’s
centenary with a $100 million
gift from the Yong Loo Lin Trust.
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White Coat
Ceremony
in 2024


