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SINGAPORE

A programme that supports young
children with developmental
needs, as well as monitors their
physical growth and dental health,
will be expanded to more pre-
schools from January 2026.
The Mission I’mPossible 2 initia-

tive, which is funded by Lien Foun-
dationwith a budget of $5.9million,
has been working with 3,500 chil-
dren from16PAPCommunityFoun-
dation (PCF) Sparkletots pre-
schools in Sengkang and Punggol
since 2022.
The plan is to eventually include

all PCF Sparkletots pre-schools,
which number close to 350.
Two other pre-school operators –

NTUC First Campus, which runs
My First Skool and Little Skool-
House pre-schools; and Crestar
Education Group, which manages
the Skool4Kidz pre-schools – have

also expressed interest in joining
the programme.
Children from infant care classes

and up to Nursery 2 are in the pro-
gramme.
Children in Kindergarten 1 and 2

will be supported by the Develop-
ment Support and Learning Sup-
port (DS-LS) national programme,
which was adapted from Mission
I’mPossible 1.
This predecessor of Mission I’m-

Possible 2 was launched in 2009 by
the same partners – PCF, KKWom-
en’s and Children’s Hospital and
Lien Foundation.
DS-LS is now available to about

60 per cent of pre-schoolers aged
five to six, with a target of 80 per
cent in the long term.
When issues associated with de-

velopmental milestones – such as
crawling, eating solids or holding
their heads steady – are detected
early in children, they have more
time to benefit from appropriate in-
tervention programmes, like the
Early Intervention Programme for
Infants and Children in pre-
schools.
The first phase ofMission I’mPos-

sible 2 identified 20 per cent of par-
ticipating children who required
additional developmental support,
9 per cent to be overweight, and 22
per cent with early childhood ca-
ries – or tooth decay caused by acid
erosion of tooth enamel.
Under the programme, over 250

early childhood educators were
trained to observe andmonitor pre-
schoolers for growth, oral health
and developmental needs.
Theywere guided by amultidisci-

plinary clinical team that includes a
nurse, nutritionist, psychologist,
curriculum specialist and ther-
apists.
The team of 12, known as the

School Child Development Unit,
moves around the participating
pre-schools.
One childwho received help from

Mission I’mPossible 2 is
18-month-old Aufi Azirwan.
When hewas ninemonths old, he

was unable to hold up his head
when placed in a sitting position
during feeding, unlike his peers. His
teachers had to support him so he
would not vomit.
After the teachers informed the

School ChildDevelopmentUnit, the
team provided the boy with a Tum-
ble Forms seat, a piece of adaptive
equipment that supports him in a
sitting position.
Within twomonths, Aufi was able

to sit by himself on a Tumble Forms
seat and eat half a bowl of porridge
without vomiting.
“We were overjoyed,” said Aufi’s

father, field technician Azirwan
Mastan, 34.
“It just got better from there. He

could be fed, his motor skills im-
proved, and he’s able to start doing
other activities like socialising,”
said Aufi’s mother Nurdiana Abdul
Rahim, 35, who works as a pre-
school teacher.
At around15months old, Aufi was

able to walk, and now the healthy
boy “actively follows” his parents
around.
“I think as parents, we all want

the best for our children. We want
them to have all the help that they
need. If the centre provides some
help, just try to give it a go,”MsNur-
diana said.
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Mr Azirwan
Mastan, 34, a
field technician,
and his wife
Nurdiana Abdul
Rahim, 35, a
pre-school
teacher, said
their son Aufi
Azirwan used to
vomit his food as
he could not hold
his head up when
seated during
meals. With help
under Mission
I’mPossible 2, the
18-month-old can
now eat properly.
PHOTO: LIANHE
ZAOBAO

A new scanning system at the Na-
tional University Hospital (NUH)
will help medical professionals
here to diagnose cancer and deter-
mine its spread faster, while also
making the process more comfor-
table for the patients.
The Siemens Biograph Vision

Quadra is a total-body PET/CT
scanner which combines two
imaging techniques – positron
emission tomography (PET) and
computerised tomography (CT) –
to produce highly detailed images
of the body.
It is expected to be operational

by early November and will serve
about 2,900 patients per year,
while also supporting a wide range
of clinical trials and research pro-
grammes.
Produced by German medical

technology firm Siemens Healthi-
neers and located at theNUHMed-
ical Centre in Lower Kent Ridge
Road, the new system is believed
to be the first total-body PET/CT

scanner in Singapore.
Professor Khong Pek Lan, who

heads the diagnostic imaging de-
partment at NUH, described the
next-generation scanner as a
“transformative leap forward in
medical imaging”.
“A major benefit is the marked

gain in sensitivity – nearly eight-
fold that of conventional scanners
– for our patients. This means fas-
ter, safer and more comfortable
scans, reducing scan times to un-
der five minutes, and radiation ex-
posure by up to 80 per cent,” she
said.
“The system also enables dy-

namic imaging, which is especially
important for research and drug
development, allowing us to track
biological processes in real time,”
added Prof Khong, who also heads
the diagnostic radiology depart-
ment at NUS Medicine.
She noted the scanner has a wid-

er scanning area of more than 1m –
more than four times that of con-
ventional scanners – which allows
more of the human body to be im-
aged at the same time.
Other institutions using the Sie-

mens Biograph Vision Quadra in-

clude King’s College London and
the University of Cambridge.
Prof Khong did not say how

much the scanner cost, but noted
that patients would not see an in-

crease in their fees as a result of its
use.
The scanner is at the heart of the

new Molecular Imaging and Ther-
anostics Centre, a new integrated

facility jointly established by NUH
and NUS Medicine.
Launched on Oct 16, the centre –

also located at the NUH Medical
Centre – will not only serve pa-
tients, but also focus on research
and development.
This includes thedevelopment of

new radiotracers – chemicals used
to diagnose and assess medical
conditions in the body – and radio-
ligands, a type of cancer treatment
that combines a targeting com-
pound with a radioactive isotope
(radioisotope) to locate and attack
cancer cells.
The centre will work together

with the Academic Cyclotron and
Radiopharmacy lab at the NUS
Clinical Imaging Research Centre
to design and produce radiophar-
maceuticals and molecular imag-
ing biomarkers, said Prof Khong.
This in turn will strengthen Sin-

gapore’s position in fields such as
molecular imaging and theranos-
tics, she added.
Theranostics is an emerging field

that combines diagnositc imaging
with targeted therapy.
On Oct 16, NUH, NUS Medicine

and Siemens Healthineers signed a

memorandum of understanding to
work together to advance clinical
diagnostics and technological in-
novation.
Ms Siow Ai Li, the managing di-

rector for Siemens Healthineers
Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei,
described the centre – and the new
scanning system – as a catalyst
that could transform how diseases
are diagnosed and treated.
“PET/CT and molecular imaging

play a pivotal role in detecting
minute abnormalities such as
metastases, or secondary tumours,
that can significantly influence
treatment decisions,” she said.
In the coming years, the new

centre is expected to serve some
3,000 patients annually, in addi-
tion to conducting a wide range of
clinical trials and research pro-
grammes, said Prof Khong.
“It will also be a training ground

for the next generation of imaging
specialists and clinician scientists
– those who will continue to push
the frontiers of molecular imaging
and theranostics, and advance care
for our patients,” she said.
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A senior radiographer and mock patient demonstrating the PET/CT system at
NUH. It is expected to be operational by early November and will serve about
2,900 patients per year. PHOTO: LIANHE ZAOBAO

A pair of rare Philippine cockatoos, known to be
notoriously difficult to breed in captivity, hatched
a chick in Bird Paradise four months ago and it is
now learning to fly.
A breeding pair of the birds, also known as red-

vented cockatoos, had hatched the chick 10 years
after being rescued in Palawan and brought to Sin-
gapore, said theMandaiWildlifeGroup and its con-
servation armMandaiNature in a statement onOct
16.
The pair had not bred during that period, al-

though therewas “cautious optimism for a success-
ful outcome” this breeding season, the statement
said.
When keepers found the chick, they had it as-

sessed by the veterinary healthcare team and later
transferred it to the Breeding andResearch Centre,
where it was raised by human carers.
For now, the chick is being cared for at Bird Para-

dise and is not part of the exhibit. Future plans are
beingdiscussedwith aPhilippinenon-governmen-
tal organisation.
There are fewer than 750 mature Philippine

cockatoos in the wild, with most of them located
on the Palawan islands, located west of the Philip-
pines and off the coast of Sabah.
The birds are critically endangered, said the In-

ternational Union for the Conservation of Nature’s
Red List of Threatened Species. Critically endan-
gered is one category away from being extinct in
the wild.
Ms Anais Tritto, assistant vice-president of ani-

mal care (operations) at Mandai Wildlife Group,
said the fledgling is a reminder of how zoos can
support species recovery by preserving genetic di-
versity and maintaining a safety-net population.
She said: “Watching this chick grow, we’re re-

mindedwhy conservationmatters –not just for the
species, but also for the people behind the scenes.”
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A breeding pair of the birds, also known as red-vented
cockatoos, had hatched the chick (above) 10 years after
being rescued in Palawan and brought to Singapore.
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