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National health records and socio-
economic and genetic data may be
used to support preventive care
and social prescribing as the next
bound of Singapore’s Healthier SG
programme.
Announcing this at the inaugural

AI Accelerate conference on June
16, Health Minister Ong Ye Kung
said predictive artificial intelli-
gence (AI), dubbed the next fron-
tier in healthcare transformation,
can help doctors predict many
years in advance if someone is like-
ly to develop serious conditions.
“Thiswill be in the next bound of

Healthier SG, leveraging health
records, evidence-based clinical
risk scoring and AI’s predictive
powers to support preventive care
and social prescribing,” said Mr
Ong at the conference organised
by national healthcare technology
provider Synapxe and held in
Punggol Digital District.
But he added that humans are

still irreplaceable. “We will contin-
ue to maintain the human touch
through our family doctors, guid-
ing and empowering residents to
take charge of health outcomes be-
fore illness strikes,” he said, liken-
ing using AI with no doctors to fly-
ing a plane without a pilot.
“Likewise, while there is litera-

ture suggesting that AI provides
bettermedical diagnosis and treat-
ment plans than a doctor equipped
with AI, I think most of us will still
prefer the latter because we trust
the human doctor who can em-
pathise with our worries and con-
cerns,” he said, noting that AI does
not think, feel, hope, fear or em-
pathise.
Mr Ong also outlined major na-

tional healthcare AI projects that
the public can expect in the
months to come.
By 2027, the national HealthHub

app that holds citizens’ health rec-
ordswill be consolidatedwith apps
from Singapore’s three healthcare

clusters – Health Buddy, NHG
Cares App and NUHS App – to im-
prove online accessibility of public
healthcare services.
“We can enhance this new, con-

solidated HealthHub with AI, so
that the app can do more than
manage health records, appoint-
ments and bill payments,” Mr Ong
added.
For instance, HealthHub AI can

offer personalised health informa-
tion, such as how to manage com-
mon health conditions, including
through lifestyle changes. The ad-
vice will be given in speech and
text in four languages and in a con-
versational style.
“It is currently in beta, and users’

feedback has been promising,” said
Mr Ong, adding that Synapxe aims
to launch this later in 2025.
The public healthcare sector also

plans to expand its use of AI for
chest X-rays. It is used at the Na-
tional Healthcare Group’s Geylang

Polyclinic to help prioritise cases
so that patients with normal re-
sults can be managed more quick-
ly.
In June, the National Centre for

InfectiousDiseaseswill start to use
chest X-ray AI to screen for tuber-

culosis. Similarly, Woodlands
Health will start to use imaging AI
in its emergency department to
detect bone fractures, saidMrOng.
The capability will be rolled out

progressively across the public
healthcare system by end-2026, he

said.
AI can expand human skills and

ability to getmore things done, and
done better, but also subtracts the
human experience of discovery
and trial and error. It is important
to fully leverageAI, but not become
subservient to it, he added.
Whether by coincidence or di-

vine intervention, Mr Ong said, AI
is bursting onto the scene just
when human societies are experi-
encing an unprecedented process
of ageing.
“Patient numbers are rising,with

more complex and multiple condi-
tions; healthcare systems are
stressed; care is shifting to the
community and patients’ homes;
prevention of diseases is taking
centre stage,” he said.
“AI is a scientific gift to us to tack-

le the biggest social challenge of
our time.”

AI to help doctors predict disease risk
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But human touch of doctors still
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as he lists healthcare AI projects
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TIMELY SCIENTIFIC GIFT

Patient numbers are rising, with more complex and
multiple conditions; healthcare systems are stressed;
care is shifting to the community and patients’ homes;
prevention of diseases is taking centre stage. AI is a
scientific gift to us to tackle the biggest social
challenge of our time.

”HEALTH MINISTER ONG YE KUNG

Around 300,000 Singaporeans
from the Pioneer Generation will
receive MediSave top-ups ranging
from $300 to $1,200 in July.
This will amount to over $160

million in total, said the Ministry
of Finance (MOF) in a statement
on June 16.
The 2025 top-up amount is

higher than the $250 to $900 they
received in 2024, following a re-
view ofMediShield Life, added the
ministry.
These top-ups can be used to

pay the premiums for MediShield
Life, CareShield Life, ElderShield
and other MediSave-approved in-
surance plans, as well as medical
expenses such as hospitalisation,
day surgical procedures and se-
lected outpatient treatments.
The top-ups will be given on top

of the annual GST vouchers for
Singaporeans aged 65 and above.
Singaporeans born between

1945 and 1949 will get $300, and
those born between 1940 and 1944
will get $500. Those bornbetween
1935 and 1939 will receive $700,
and those born in 1934 or earlier
will get $1,200.
Furthermore, older pioneers

born in 1939 or earlier and who
have serious pre-existing condi-
tions will receive further top-ups
of $50 or $200 to help pay their
higher MediSave Life premiums.
Pioneers who were born earlier

can expect larger MediSave top-
up amounts as they typically have
less savings than younger mem-
bers of the Pioneer Generation,
MOF said, adding that they may
need more help with their annual
MediShield Life premiums.
The top-ups will automatically

be credited to eligible pioneers’

CPF MediSave Accounts.
The Pioneer Generation Pack-

age was introduced in 2014 to hon-
our and thank this group of Singa-
poreans for their contributions
during the country’s early years.
MOF gave the assurance that ol-

der pioneers aged 91 and above
will continue to see their MediSh-
ield Life premiums fully covered,
while younger pioneers will have
about two-thirds of their premi-
ums covered.
Pioneers who have registered

their mobile numbers with Sing-
pass before June 2 will receive an
SMS by June 18 notifying them of
the top-up amount they are eligi-
ble for.
The rest of the pioneers will re-

ceive notification letters by end-
June.
To guard against scams, the SMS

will inform seniors only of their
benefits and not ask for a reply or
any information.
No messages on the Pioneer

Generation benefits will be sent
via WhatsApp or other such mes-
saging platforms, said the minis-
try.
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•More details on the Pioneer
Generation Package can be found at
go.gov.sg/pgpackage. Those with
inquiries can call 1800-222-2888
or 1800-650-6060. They can also
e-mail contactus@pioneers.gov.sg
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NOTE: *The additional MediSave top-up is applicable from
2021 to 2025.

91 and above

Age in 2025

$1,200
Additional $200

(Total $1,400)

$700
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pre-existing
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86 - 90

76 - 80

81 - 85

Aman was injured in his back by a
bullet and sought medical assis-
tance at a hospital, the Ministry of
Defence (Mindef) said on June 16.
The 42-year-old man suffered a

gunshot wound on June 15 and a
bullet slug was lodged in his left
lower back, the police said on June
16.
His injury is not life-threatening,

added thepolice,with themancur-
rently in a stable condition after
surgery to remove the bullet.
The man had been cycling with

his friends at around 11.40am on
June 15 within a restricted area of
the Central Catchment Nature Re-
serve (CCNR)–between theUpper
Seletar andUpper Peirce reservoirs
– that was gazetted for Singapore
Armed Forces (SAF) live-firing,
said a Mindef spokesman.
His friends took him to the Na-

tional University Hospital.
An SAF authorised live-firing ex-

ercise at its Nee Soon Range was
ongoing about 2.3km from the site
where the man was injured.
Live-firing activities at the range

have been suspended.
Under the Military Manoeuvres

Act, unauthorised individuals are
not allowed to enter gazetted areas
designated for SAF live-firing for
their own safety, said Mindef.
The area has signs warning

against unauthorised entry, said
the police.
Investigations by the police and

SAF are ongoing. No foul play is
suspected.
An avid cyclist, who did not want

to be named, said theWoodcutter’s
Trail – which cuts across the CCNR
and is within the restricted live-fir-
ing area – is popular with experi-

enced riders looking for steep hills.
Cyclists typically start from

Chestnut Nature Park, off Bukit
Panjang, and ride 6km to get to the
trail, usually exiting it nearMandai
Crematorium or Seletar Reservoir,
he said.
The cycling trail corresponds

with the description of the restrict-
ed area where the cyclist was in-
jured on June 15.
“Cyclists are aware that some ar-

eas in the reserve are military ar-
eas, and Ihave comeacross soldiers
doing their exercises,” said the cy-
clist. “There were also some cy-
clists who were stopped by NParks
officials as they left the trail. Some
cyclists turn back to ride uphill to
ChestnutNaturePark to escape en-

forcement action.”
Another cyclist, who also did not

want to benamed, said he has been
biking on the trail for some17 years.
“It is worrying because, while il-

legal due to NParks regulations,
this trail is frequented by hikers,
runners and cyclists,” he said, add-
ing that there are signs warning
against entering the area.
During a visit to Chestnut Nature

Park on June 16, The Straits Times
saw clear signs demarcating the re-
stricted areas.
The park has two designated

trails for hiking and one for moun-
tain biking, as well as obstacle
courses for cyclists. The trails are
open daily from 7am to 7pm.
In response to ST’s queries,

NParks said visitors to nature re-
serves and nature parks should
stay on the designated trails for
their own safety. These trails are
identified by map boards, direc-
tional signs and trail markers.
“NParks takes enforcement ac-

tion on visitorswhodisregard signs
and choose to go off-trail. These
visitors endanger their own safety
andmay also cause damage to sen-
sitive habitats,” said the spokes-
man.
In a statement to ST, the Singa-

pore Cycling Federation (SCF) said
it is not aware of the individual’s
identity, or the extent of his injury.
“At SCF, safety is our top priority.
We are committed to promoting re-
sponsible cycling practices and ad-
hering to all safety guidelines and
regulations. We strongly advise the
cycling community to respect re-
stricted areas and follow designat-
ed routes to ensure their safety and
the safety of others,” it said.

•Additional reporting by Stacey
Ngiam
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